
Start A Team with Tidewater Destination ImagiNation!

On the following pages, you’ll see what Destination ImagiNation is all about – creativity,
problem solving, and teamwork!  Students who participate in Destination ImagiNation in
Tidewater learn new skills, build friendships, and show off their Challenge solutions at our
Regional Tournament!

Sometimes the toughest challenge to overcome is finding the funds to start a team. The $135
purchase price for membership in DI and the $40 tournament registration fee can be huge
obstacles.

We are happy to announce that a very generous sponsor has granted our Board of Directors a
sum of money with one directive: help teams in need.  We’re delighted to have the opportunity
to welcome teams into the DI fold with one less financial worry.  Our grant will allow us to cover
the $135 Team Pak fee and the $40 tournament registration fee for up to five teams.

To apply for this grant, please send us an email (subject: Grant Application) by Friday,
November 4th containing the following information in the body of the email:

 name of the school
 school district
 name and contact information (email and phone) for the adult sponsor of this

program
 has your school participated in DI before?
 in 100 words or less, what makes your school unique in its need for this grant?

The email application should be sent to tidewater-di@googlegroups.com. Notification will be
sent via email by the following Friday, November 11th.

If you have any questions, please contact the Tidewater Regional Directors, Leslie Law
(leslie.law@vbschools.com) or Barb Besal (barbara.besal@vbschools.com).

Yours in Creativity,

The Tidewater Region Board of Directors
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Destination ImagiNation (DI) is an educational program in which student 
teams solve open-ended Challenges and present their solutions at a 
Tournament. DI is designed to teach three essential skills: creativity, 
teamwork and problem solving. 

DI teams are tested to think on their feet, work as a team 
and devise original solutions that satisfy the requirements 
of the Challenges. DI participants gain more than just basic 
knowledge and skills—they learn to unleash their imaginations 
and take unique approaches to problem solving.

Destination ImagiNation Facts
•	 Across the U.S. and in 30+ countries, Destination 

ImagiNation has 100,000 participants annually supported 
by more than 38,000 volunteers. 

•	 Destination ImagiNation is a great after-school and 
extracurricular program aligned with national education 
standards.

•	 Destination ImagiNation is the largest Creative Problem Solving (CPS) 
program in the world. 

•	 Destination ImagiNation teaches kids 21st-century skills through 
Challenges that foster creative and critical thinking.

why destination 
imagination?

Destination ImagiNation is an accessible program that 
teaches students a remarkable set of skills and tools 
that will transform the way they solve problems for the 
rest of their lives.



In Destination ImagiNation, teams participate 
to have fun, meet new friends and engage in 
Challenges! By solving Challenges, your team 
will also gain experience in Creative Problem 
Solving—a powerful process based on more 
than 50 years of research that can transform 
the way that children approach problems for 
the rest of their lives.

why start a team?

You must have at least two 
participants (at most seven) 
plus a Team Manager. Then visit 
www.IDODI.org and click on the 
“Start a Team” button.

how do i start 
a team?

A Destination ImagiNation Challenge is an open-ended exercise 
that prompts participants to use creativity and teamwork to solve 
a problem. Because everyone is unique, we have developed seven 
different Team Challenge categories to unleash every child’s potential. 
All teams also participate in an Instant Challenge at a Tournament.

The Team Challenge Types
•	 Technical

•	 Scientific

•	 Fine Arts

•	 Improvisational

•	 Structural

•	 Service-Learning 

•	 Noncompetitive 
for Early Learners

what is a Destination 
ImagiNation challenge?

Our season is closely tied to the school year, which 
makes participation an ideal after-school activity. 
A typical Destination ImagiNation team will spend 
8 to 16 weeks preparing and rehearsing for their 
regional Tournament. The highest-placing teams 
from regional Tournaments can advance to state/
country-level Tournaments, and the highest 
placing teams from those Tournaments are 
invited to Global Finals—an event 
that takes place in late May and 
brings together teams from across 
the U.S. and more than 30 countries. 

when and where does 
DI happen?
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